WELCOMING REFUGEES:

A Workshop for Congregations
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{

EQUIP your community for refugee ministry.
CONNECT with other congregations serving refugees.
HEAR refugees’ stories firsthand.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2016
1:00 – 1:30 p.m. Check-In & Refreshments
1:30 – 4:30 p.m. Event
FOURTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH GRATZ CENTER
115 EAST DELAWARE PLACE, CHICAGO, IL 60611

“We knew about the refugee crisis, but
RefugeeOne opened our eyes to how we can help.”
BOB TURNER – CONGREGATION HAKAFA
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Validated parking is available for $8 at the 900 North Michigan
Self-Park garage (enter from Walton Street westbound).
Also accessible via Red Line Chicago Avenue stop.

Register

$15/person, $10/person for groups of 3-5
Due to space limitation, please no more than 5 representatives per congregation.

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO REGISTER:
visit refugeeone.org/WelcomingRefugees

Workshops

JOURNEY TO A NEW HOME:
Understanding the International
Resettlement Process
The U.S. resettlement program helps tens
of thousands of refugees get a new start
on life every year. Hear RefugeeOne’s
executive director explain the global,
multi-agency process that allows those
fleeing war, terror, and persecution to
gain refugee status and ultimately find a
new home.

SHARING THE BOUNTY:
Gathering the Goods
Refugees arrive in the U.S. with only the
possessions they can carry. Help ensure
they have what they need. Hear experts
share their best practices to furnish
apartments, round up welcome kits,
and have volunteers at-the-ready when
refugees arrive. Find out creative ways
to gather new and gently used items
for refugees.

ALL GOD’S PEOPLE:
An Orientation to Middle Eastern,
African, and Southeast Asian Refugees
Knowing more specifically where
refugees come from helps to understand
all they are adjusting to in the United
States. Learn about the conflicts that are
forcing people to flee, the languages
refugees speak, the religions they
practice, and the etiquette that is unique
to their culture.

MEANINGFUL RELATIONSHIPS:
Mentoring Refugees
The best way refugees learn to integrate
into American life is through the help of
mentors. Learn best practices from
experienced volunteers with stories and
suggestions to prepare you for
mentoring adults and children.
Participate in activities that explore how
to overcome the challenges and
common pitfalls of mentoring.

LIGHTING THE FIRE:
Engaging Your Whole Congregation
Getting your congregation involved in
refugee ministry can be an extremely
rewarding and community-building
experience. Take home theological
resources to help plan services around
welcoming the stranger, get resources for
engaging small groups of all kinds, and
get tips on how to effectively raise money
for refugee families.

WALK IN THEIR SHOES:
The Refugee Experience
Participate in simulation exercises and
other activities to more deeply
understand and empathize with refugees.
See what it feels like to leave your home
unexpectedly, to navigate the unknown,
and to not speak the native language.
Get resources to help bring these
experiences back to your congregation
to increase engagement.

As the largest full-service refugee agency in Illinois, RefugeeOne has welcomed more
than 16,000 refugees fleeing war, terror, and persecution since 1982. In partnership with
150 churches, synagogues, and mosques, RefugeeOne walks alongside refugees from
the moment they land at O’Hare Airport – providing welcome, English classes, furnished
homes, job search support, mental health care, after-school programming, and mentors
to help refugees integrate into American society.
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