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RefugeeOne was founded in 1982, and in the last 33 years we have resettled 
nearly 16,000 refugees in the Chicagoland area. We've welcomed refugees 
from every major crisis in recent history:  Pol Pot's Killing Fields, Rwanda's 
genocide, Bosnian refugees from the ethnic cleansing in former Yugoslavia, 
Jews and Evangelical Christians from the former Soviet Union, Kurds and 
others from Iraq, Iranians after the Islamic Revolution, the Lost Boys of 
Sudan, Burmese victims of an oppressive military regime, ethnic Nepalis 
fleeing Bhutan, and these are just to name a few.    
 
Today, as we see the worst refugee crisis of our time unfolding with Syrian 
refugees, RefugeeOne—along with the five other resettlement agencies in 
our State and all our resettlement partners— stands united and remains 
committed to continue serving refugees. 
 
I would like to underscore that the U.S. Refugee Program is not and has 
never been a fast-tracked program. Refugees are not hastily admitted nor do 
they show up at our doorsteps. The United States handpicks the refugees 
who resettle here, and they go through multiple layers of security checks, 
making them the most thoroughly vetted group of people who come to the 
United States. Security screenings are rigorous and involve the Department 
of Homeland Security, the FBI, the Department of Defense and multiple 
intelligence agencies.  
  
This is not an either/or situation. The United States can continue to welcome 
refugees while also continuing to ensure our National Security, and we must 
do both.  
 
Yesterday, the White House hosted a call with a bipartisan group of 34 
governors from across the country to provide information about existing 
refugee admissions policies and security screening measures.  White House 
Chief of Staff led the call, and participants included the Department of 
Homeland Security, the Department of State, the FBI, and representatives 
from the National Counterterrorism Center and the Department of Health and 
Human Services.  
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The call lasted almost 90 minutes, including an extensive question and 
answer session among the governors and Administration officials.  The 
officials briefed the governors on the rigorous screening and security vetting 
process that is required before a refugee is able to travel to the United 
States.   
 
And locally, we are in conversation with State officials and open to providing 
any and all information pertaining to refugees arriving in Illinois.     
 
In light of these developments since the Governor’s announcement on 
Monday, we ask Governor Rauner to take the lead and issue a new 
statement reinstating Illinois as a State where all refugees, including Syrians, 
will continue to be welcomed.  
 
The U.S. refugee program is a HUMANITARIAN program, and refugees are 
individuals who have been persecuted, forced out of their homes, and have 
witnessed and survived atrocities. Refugees are resilient people who just 
want to be safe and have the opportunity to build a new life.  I know this 
because 31 years ago I was a refugee, and America and RefugeeOne 
welcomed me and my family to the State of Illinois. We came here as 
Armenian refugees from Iran, and we had nowhere else to go. We just 
wanted an opportunity for a better and safer life, and we were given that 
opportunity by this great country.  
 
And just like the country and its compassionate people I, along with my staff 
here at RefugeeOne and our thousands of supporters and volunteers, stand 
ready to welcome Syrians and other refugees from around the world who 
have experienced war, terror and persecution and help them build lives of 
safety, dignity and self-reliance here in the State of Illinois and the 
Chicagoland area. 
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